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Why was the Barnabas Fund Established?

The Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Endowment Fund, also known as the Barnabas Fund, has been established to support the congregation’s future work.  The fund’s name is derived from the generosity of Barnabas, who “sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet” for distribution among the needy of the Church (Acts 4:36,37).

Trinity congregation has other designated funds, including the Walter Moellering Capital Improvement Fund and the Russ Haag Evangelism Fund; those funds, as their names indicate, are dedicated for specific and limited use.  By establishing the Barnabas Fund, Trinity has created a fund to receive offerings whose use will be for the purposes of education and music, missions and evangelism, and capital improvements, consistent with the charitable and religious purposes of the Church, and not used for the meeting of ordinary and necessary expenses.  Specific uses will be decided later by the congregation.

Endowments and memorials sometimes are established upon the death of a family member or a friend; those offerings are given in thanksgiving for God’s works, as a testimony of His works to future generations, and so that the memory of the righteous will be a blessing.  The Barnabas Fund was established to receive offerings for any occasion, be it a memorial, a wedding anniversary, or personal thanksgiving.

For example, when a death has occurred, the family may choose to notify others that, in lieu of flowers or as a memorial, an offering to the Barnabas Fund at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is appropriate. 

Trinity, by its use of this fund, desires to bring honor and glory to the Kingdom of our Lord and to support the work that our Lord has given us to do.

This brochure does not contain the establishing document of the Barnabas Fund; if you wish to read the entire document, please request a copy of the document by calling the church office, (650) 853-1295.

What Happens to the Offerings Entrusted to the Barnabas Fund?

The congregation’s intent for the Fund is to support work not usually supported through the general unified congregational budget.  At an annual planning session and during the regular meetings of the congregation, various projects that support and advance the mission of the Church and the life of the congregation are discussed.  While the congregation’s church council, her committees, and individual members may propose and recommend the Fund be used for those projects, only the congregation, when she meets at the bi-monthly voters’ assemblies, has the authority to disburse the funds.  The congregation will strive to use these funds with wisdom and timeliness.

The congregation may decide, based upon the current needs of the congregation, to build the principal, or to use the principal and or interest (again determined by the congregation) generated from the investing of those funds.

The treasurer of the congregation provides reports of the financial activities to the church council on a monthly basis and to the congregation on a bi-monthly basis; members of the congregation always have access to the status of the congregation’s stewardship.

Currently the congregation manages dedicated funds that sustain mission projects, building maintenance, yard maintenance, and music purchases. Examples of how the Barnabas Fund could assist the Church include:

· Special educational programs for families 

· The repair of the church organ

· Support for a church worker from the congregation

· A one-time offering to assist in establishing a mission project.

How Will Offerings be Acknowledged?

The Board of Stewardship or an individual designated by the Church Council, upon receipt of a gift, will send an appropriate card or letter to the individual or family, indicating that an offering has been given by (your name) in memory of 


 .  A card of appreciation noting the offering amount will be sent to the donor; this will also serve as a receipt for the donor.  The amount of the gift will not be divulged to the family in order to insure the privacy of the donor; for it is the faith, not the size of the gift, that matters.

Offerings to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Offerings intended for this fund should be sent to:

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

1295 Middlefield Road

Palo Alto CA, 94301-3347

Please indicate in the check’s memo line or with a letter of intent that the offering is for the Barnabas Fund.
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